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	‘Meet the Crews’ - Friday
Friday, June 30th 2017
Present:

Marek Nawarecki – Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 
Malcolm Wilson – M-Sport World Rally Team
Michel Nandan – Hyundai Motorsport
Tommi Mäkinen – Toyota GAZOO Racing WRT
1st Thierry Neuville – Hyundai Motorsport

2nd Ott Tanak – M-Sport World Rally Team 

3rd Jari-Matti Latvala – Toyota GAZOO Racing WRT

Q. 

Michel, it has been a really challenging day for everyone today. But Thierry Neuville made the best of the conditions. What have you thought of his performance?

MN: 

Yes, it has been a tough day for everyday and especially for the drivers. It was difficult to stay on the road. Thierry did really well. He was second on the road and he managed it well. Finally, he is here leading, even with a small gap. I think the three first guys are really close and there was a hard battle today that will continue tomorrow. 

Q. 

In terms of the fight for the title Thierry is in a really big fight right now. Every single point is important, isn’t it?

MN: 

Of course. We cannot take too many risks.
 
Q. 

Talk to me about Hayden Paddon and Dani Sordo and their performances today.

MN: 

I think the loop this morning, Dani had some problems and he spun twice and lost some time. He was losing his confidence, because you can lose the road and go out. He was not feeling well. In the afternoon, especially on the last two stages, the condition was much better. Hayden did not want to go off the road. That was his first target. I think on the second loop he tried to close the gap to Seb (Ogier).


Q:

Malcolm, it was evident today that the best place to be was in the first four places on the road. Sébastien and Ott were running up front. What have you thought of their performances today? 


MW: 

Sébastien was in a strong position after this morning, but he has paid a heavy price this afternoon. Normally he is complaining about the gravel, but he has been really hit by the deep water. We saw it many years ago in Japan, with Mikko (Hirvonen) and Jari (Latvala), it can make a big difference. Ott has had a superb run and a great battle with Thierry. I don’t know whether I am looking forward to tomorrow or not.”

Q: 

Both your drivers are fighting for the title. How do you feel about that as the team manager?

MW: 

I am just glad that I was not driving a car today in those conditions. It has been so tricky for them. If you look at the pace of the top three, it has been incredible. We have to keep pushing with all drivers. There are two championships at stake. I still believe it will come down to reliability at the end of the season. Let’s see what they can do tomorrow.

Q: 

A word about the fastest stage time today for Teemu Suninen on his first day in a World Rally Car. You must have seen his potential? 

MW: 

I don’t want to build him up too much. I think he has huge potential to be honest. I am sure it has been done before, but I cannot remember someone coming on their first world rally with such limited experience and setting a fastest time. To do that, with so few kilometers in the car, he has done a superb job. You could have, perhaps understood if he had done this n good conditions. It sends out a strong message about how good he is going to be.

Q: 

Tommi, let’s talk about Jari-Matti, who is battling for the win. 

TM: 

Yes, especially in the morning, he felt very confident. In the afternoon he was struggling with the car turning in. It was difficult conditions. I went to follow one stage and it is amazing what they are doing. They are floating out there. It is absolutely crazy. Jari-Matti has a long day tomorrow. It will be a big battle between those first three. It’s going to be an exciting day.

Q: 

A word about Esapekka Lappi. A great performance in Italy, but a mistake today? What happened?

TM: 

He was cutting too much one corner and broke the suspension. We tried to fix the car. But it was losing some oil pressure. They fixed it and then they noticed that something went through the oil line system, some bits and pieces and it was destroying the oil pump. He cannot continue tomorrow.

Q: 

Marek, let’s talk about Stéphane Lefebvre. He seems to have had a solid day out there today? 

MN: 

Yes, it was quite a good day for him after his break in Sardinia. He prepared very well and tried to drive as well as possible in the conditions. The car was not perfect for him. He was careful and increased the speed step-by-step. I think he will do the same tomorrow.

Q: 

Andreas and Craig had a few issues this morning?

MN: 

For Craig, it was a very bad day. After only a few kilometers of the first stage this morning he broke his rear drive shaft and finished all the first loop in only front-wheel drive car. It was frustrating for him and he lost a lot of time. On the second loop, the car was repaired but the setting was not perfect for him and he struggled. Andreas, it was also a difficult morning. The car was not perfect in the slippery conditions and he hit a tree on the last stage of the first loop and he broke a rear wheel and lost some time, almost two minutes. On the second loop, he found the car much better and increased the speed.

Q: 

Thierry, you have the lead. How are you feeling at the end of the day?

TN: 

It was a tough day and very slippery conditions. The mud this morning was really hard to read. This afternoon was more difficult for us because there was no line and you had to make your own line through the mud. We managed it quite well. We had a couple of fastest times in the afternoon. The car was behaving very well and we made no changes since shakedown for the first time.

Q: 

Better weather hopefully tomorrow?

TN: 

I think everybody agrees that we want better weather tomorrow, not just for the drivers but also for the large number of spectators. Incredible good atmosphere, but it would be even more enjoyable in the right conditions. We have to pray tonight for much drier conditions. I don’t think about the final result yet. I have the speed and made no mistake today. We have been on the pace for the last seven rallies. I don’t know why tomorrow should be different.

Q: 

Ott, so many fans here. How do you feel your day has gone today?

OT: 

It’s nice to see so many Estonians here. It looks like I am back in Estonia driving some local rallies. It’s very enjoyable. But the rally would be much more enjoyable with more consistent weather. At the moment it looks like a hard job to do. 

Q: 

What is the plan for tomorrow then?

OT: 

It’s very tight. I am sure tomorrow will be more interesting. We have many new stages and some of them are quite long. Definitely it will be a key day tomorrow.

Q: 

Jari-Matti, a great morning for you and you are still in touch with these boys. But you lost a little more than you wanted at the end?

JML: 

I am a morning person. That is the problem. I just could not get myself and the car working in the ruts. I was struggling with understeering and lost a bit of feeling and did not drive so well. The main thing is we are here. Go to sleep and try and wake up in a better mood and see what happens. 

Q: 

Can you change anything to make it better for tomorrow?

JML: 

Yes, we are thinking. The engineers are thinking. Maybe it’s not so great when I am thinking. But they are thinking. It should work out that way. It was horrendous this afternoon, I can tell you. Incredible how slippery it was in stage seven. It was more about survival through the corners. It was better in stage eight and nine. We did not want the rain we had today, tomorrow. Small rain is enough. I can see there are a lot of Estonian people and they all like better weather as well. 

Ends


Twitter: https://twitter.com/rajdpolski

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/rajdpolski
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