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	‘Meet the Crews’ – Saturday (after SS17)
Saturday, July 2nd 2016
Present:

Dick Cormack – DMACK World Rally Team 

Jost Capito – Volkswagen Motorsport 

Malcolm Wilson – M-Sport World Rally Team

Michel Nandan – Hyundai Motorsport

1st - Ott Tänak – DMACK World Rally Team
2nd - Andreas Mikkelsen – Volkswagen Motorsport N

3rd - Hayden Paddon – Hyundai Motorsport

Q. 

Dick, another memorable day for the DMACK World Rally Team and Ott. Do you have to pinch yourself or is this something you thought could happen?

DC: 

I suppose I have to pinch myself, but we always knew that we could do it and we managed to increase our lead by 16 seconds today. That shows how capable Ott is and the car and the team have done a fantastic job. We just have to keep everything going now until the end. 

Q. 

Ott has a good lead now, but the weather forecast is not good at all. Will that change your strategy and how is DMACK equipped to manage the change in road conditions?

DC: 

Actually it is very good for us. We have a very good soft tyre and we can use that tomorrow, so our options are covered. From a tyre point of view we are comfortable for tomorrow. 

 
Q. 

Jost, Andreas has set a fastest time today and kept the pressure on Ott. What is the strategy for the last four stages on Sunday?

JC: 

I think Ott did a fantastic job and is now in the lead that is nearly impossible to catch up under normal circumstances. But Andreas has to be careful from the back, because Paddon is close behind and coming up. So Andreas has to be very focused.


Q:

Sébastien has endured another frustrating day at the front of the field. Rules are rules, but it has been a difficult day for him?


JC: 

Well Seb was cleaning the road and today that was more difficult. He came in and said he drove at full risk all day and it was not possible to do anymore. So it was a really frustrating day for him.

Q: 

Jari-Matti has found a good pace today. He set a fastest time and has moved up to fifth. What will you tell him this evening?

JC: 

Jari-Matti did what we asked him to do. He was much more confident. We needed to maximize the points for the championship and he had to make sure not to go off. I think he can go and he has to continue like that tomorrow.

Q: 

Michel, Hayden still has a great chance to win the rally, What are your thoughts on today and the final four stages on Sunday?

MN: 
I think Ott has a good lead in front, but it could be a good fight with Andreas. Today he catch up a bit, so I think he keep up the pressure and Andreas is the main target.

Q. 

Thierry has also gained a place today and been on a good pace. Do you think he can still push for the podium?

MN: 

Well I think the time between the cars looks small in terms of seconds, but the rally is very fast and Thierry will try and keep his position. That is what we need for the championship.

Q. 

Dani is just outside the top 10, but has set some good times. Why do you think he is not up there fighting the top five?

MN: 

First of all, to be second on the road is not easy. Also on these stages you need to be very committed and 100% with your pace notes. The first day, when you lose maybe 40 seconds, it is really difficult to catch up. Saying that, he is fast today and he is improving. It is difficult for him, but he is enjoying the stages. 
 
Q. 

Eric has been the model of consistency today. You must be very pleased Malcolm? 

MW: 

He has made very good progress. As you say very consistent and he has done everything we asked of him. He needs the experience of finishing the rally. It’s a little of what Michel is saying. It’s an incredible rally. Mads is down in 10th and Dani is down in 11th. It’s so close. There have been no retirements whatsoever from the World Rally Car. I think that is the first time in history that I can remember when all the World Rally Cars are still running on day two. That is why you have seen drivers in different positions, where you would not normally expect them to be. There is an incredible battle going on between Eric, Mads and Dani and that is a great fight in itself.


Q:

You must have had a smile on your face all day with the Fiesta leading the rally?


MW: 

It’s fantastic for me. We have been leading before. Ott has delivered an incredible performance. I have never lost faith that our car and the team could deliver and I would like to be fighting for more victories. But we have to accept where we are and I am delighted that Ott is doing such a good job.

Q: 

Ott, four stages to go between you and a first WRC win. Not an ideal weather forecast. What is your plan for tomorrow? 

OT: 

Obviously if it is raining tomorrow it is another challenge. DMACK definitely has a joker to take from the pocket, so in the rain it will be okay. 

Q: 

How are you feeling about leading again and being so close to the win? 

OT: 

For sure, it has been a really good day today. It was really hot and a lot of loose gravel and I am sure there was a lot of cleaning to do at the front. We had the chance to take advantage of that and we tried to do the best in the morning. Luckily it was not so bad in the afternoon and we managed to increase a bit in the end. I would say it was a strong day.

Q: 

Andreas, the win is still possible. Can you catch Ott tomorrow?

AM: 

You never know. I will push like I did today. I cannot push any more than we did today. I was pretty much on the limit everywhere. We were over the limit one time when we lost five seconds in a junction but, other than that, it has been a perfect day.

Q: 

What are your thoughts on the weather forecast and the thought of tackling those last stages in the rain?

AM: 

It’s something different, for sure. It will be more risky and you don’t know what to expect around a corner and also the grip level will change. We will find out. It could make things interesting. We wll continue to push. You never know….

Q: 

Hayden, third position and still in with a great chance of taking a second WRC win. What are your thoughts about today?

HP: 

I think a win is a little bit too far away. Ott has a good lead, but we are just happy what we are doing. It is still very close and even Thierry is not very far behind if the rain comes. We just hope to have another strong day tomorrow.

Q: 

Will you push hard tomorrow and try and win or try and preserve a podium finish?

HP: 

I am hoping for the rain. We did some testing here in the rain two weeks ago and know what to expect. When it is dry, it’s very difficult to make much time. When it’s wetter, it throws something else into the mix and it could make it interesting. I’ll be doing a bit of rain dancing tonight….

Ends
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