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	‘Meet the Crews’ – Friday (after SS10)
Friday, July 1st 2016
Present:

Dick Cormack – DMACK World Rally Team 

Jost Capito – Volkswagen Motorsport 

Malcolm Wilson – M-Sport World Rally Team

Michel Nandan – Hyundai Motorsport

1st - Ott Tänak – DMACK World Rally Team
2nd - Andreas Mikkelsen – Volkswagen Motorsport N

3rd - Hayden Paddon – Hyundai Motorsport

Q. 

Dick, congratulations. What a fantastic day for your team with Ott leading the rally. How are you feeling?

DC: 

It has been a fantastic day. The first time on the top step of this podium for our team and to have five fastest times and to be leading the rally by 4.2 seconds is brilliant for the team, for Ford and for M-Sport. 

Q. 

A string of fastest times for Ott. Do you think he can hold off the competition?

DC: 

That is our aim. We want to win and will do our best. For sure, Ott will do his best and we can only do our best for him as well. 
 
Q. 

Andreas led the rally for a lot of the day. What are your thoughts on his performance?

JC: 

Andreas likes this rally and he likes these stages.  It is a great start we have seen today with three manufacturers in the top three positions. I am sure we will see a great fight on Saturday and Sunday.


Q:

Sebastien (Ogier) has managed to stay within striking distance of the lead.  Any problems for the World Champion?


JC: 

No he had no problems, But he is opening the road and also tomorrow and we expect it to be even worse tomorrow. There is more cleaning to do. We will see where he is tomorrow night. 

Q: 

Jari-Matti has had a difficult day?

TN: 

He had a puncture on the first loop that cost him about 10 seconds and, after that, he could not find the proper rhythm. For sure, he will fight tomorrow. 

Q: 

Michel, some great times coming from Hayden today?

MN: 

It is good that we have three different cars and three manufacturers at the top. We are happy.

Q. 

Thierry (Neuvilel) is also running well?

MN: 

Thierry found it a little bit difficult on the first loop with some pace notes that were not perfect – let’s say a bit slow. But he corrected them and the second loop was much better. I am sure he can have a good day tomorrow. 

Q. 

It hasn’t seen to be working for Dani Sordo today? 

MN: 

The car is no problem. It is just Dani’s not so happy with this type of road. I think he is a bit scared in some places, but it is coming and it was much better on the second loop.
 
Q. 

For Eric Camilli’s first time here it must be a tough learning curve?

MW: 

On such a fast and fantastic rally, to be able to do what he is doing is a really good job, especially considering he is under strict orders from me to finish the rally because it is so crucial for the experience. We are really pleased with his progress. 


Q:

What are your thoughts on Mads’s day?


MW: 

I have just spoken to him. It’s been a difficult day. He’s very happy and has enjoyed the driving. The speed he wants has not been there so he will look at some data from the likes of Ott and see what the situation is and improve his pace tomorrow.

Q: 

There are lots of Estonian fans amongst us ( loud cheering). Ott what a fantastic day. Your best ever day in the WRC. How are you feeling?

OT: 

It’s been really enjoyable. This morning I was not so happy and not so confident. It was difficult to understand what was happening. But, the afternoon we had the right rubber, which was immediately working and I had a really good feeling. I was able to drive my own drive. 

Q: 

Any problems at all?

OT: 

At that speed sometimes you have a few little moments. Some stages were a bit rougher and rutted than others. It was enjoyable. The plan is to keep them behind me tomorrow. I think if the feeling is still there and everything is working, I can carry on like this.

Q: 

Andreas, you led between stages three and seven this morning and then you had some under steer issues? 

AM: 

We had a good morning and to be leading at the service was a great feeling.  There was nothing we could really do in the afternoon. I felt I was really driving to my limit with the under steer that I had. We are looking into it now and will make the changes to improve the car for the second loop. That is where I think I am losing it a bit.

Q: 

Do you have a special strategy?

AM: 

It is not possible in this situation except to drive as fast as possible. I am sure that goes for all the drivers. 

Q: 

Hayden, after a couple of difficult rallies it was a good day today. How are you feeling? 

HP: 

It’s nice to be doing some rallying. It’s been two months since we have completed the first day. I felt very comfortable in the car and the times were coming easily. We struggled quite a lot this afternoon. The conditions have been quite rough in places. 

Q: 

Do you feel you can push for the victory? The gap is only 10 seconds. 

HP: 

I think in this rally if you can go at a comfortable speed it is going to be pretty close. It’ a matter of keeping the pressure on. After the last two rallies it’s important we try and finish this one.

Ends


Twitter: https://twitter.com/rajdpolski

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/rajdpolski
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